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Thire is * Wiſdom, nor L. 3 = 
> ig. nor Counſel againſt the Lord. | 


Lon V —- — 


5. HE fall Import and Meaning of 


theſe Words is, that all our Coun- 
ſels and Defighs, whatever appear- | 
rer; 2 of Wiſdom . Jn | 
3 may with them, 
ark vain ain and neteiaal, and d 
brought to nought, if they are not 
the Ends of Divine Providence. If 
gainſt us; neither Skill, nor Force, nor all the 
Art and Contrivance that the united Wiſdom of 
Men is capable of, can ſtand us in any ſtead, 
or be 1 way ſerviceable for the compaſſing 


and nee W n WA 
Hitt There's 
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6 A Snom French d before 
There's no need of proving this Point to 
fark as know and believe that the Lord reign- 
eth, and . f. ach Whatſdever he will bath 
in Heaven: and Earth, TIE impoſfible to ac- 
knowledge a God without owning his Wiſdom 
and Power, and without being ſenſible that we 
who. are his Creatures, and the Work of his 
Hands, have both the Will, and the Power to 
think, anddofrom him, and therefore muſt de- 
pend upon him for the Succeſs of all our Acti- 
ons; who giveth to every Enter prix and Device 
fuch an Event as. it pl leaſeth hm. 
And yet, natwit anding g the Certaihry and 
general Belief of this Doctrine, we ſee in Fact 
that the greateſt part of Mankind are continn 
ally carrying on Deſigns againſt the ex pre 
Orders of God, and the poſitive 2 
of Providenbe. And tho. they * 
prov'd for their Preſumption by 4 l 
verthrow and. Defeat of all their Counſels, yet 
will they not take Warning; hut, ſtill g 
apon their own Wiſdom and Power, their. it 
ward: Thought is, that they ſtuall at laſt, ſue- 


ſs oecd, andi that their Houſes ball e 


ever, and their Dw places tall Generati- 
ons. This their way is er Fully, and yetthesr 


Poſterity approie: thein: Saying's; and. g 1 
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Sende bBs May. 7 
bull upon che ſamł fa Foundations which 
had To often failed their Forefarhers. Ap 
 52TheSubje& then of ay fallowing Diſcourſes 
upqh the Words I mene ll 
bez to ſhew / y et a 1 ——_— | 
- ref gg yore 98 er bes 2 : 73 
„What thoſe Connſels and mage are 
are frequently purſued by by Men, and yet 
inſt the Tord. and how ans 

bath een pleaſed for the moſt _ to 9 
baer ther. f WITT 
_ © Secondly, U ee Ude ee 
Bier we have of God'sinterpoſing to defeat 
the wieked and unjuſt Attempts of-Man,; in the 
Occalion of this Days Solemnity- 
Thirdly, I ſhall conſider what Ut de ought 
to thake, both of the general Doctrine, uy —_ 
r Inſtance here 5 Au Hall 
Din 5,9 11999990} 10 tit 2142 8 
x. In the firſt Place then 1 am to [pi 
what thoſe Counſels and Deſigns are, 5 — 


are frequentlyl purſurd by Men, and yet are as 

= how ſignally God hath 
leaſed for the moſt part to ointthem. 

4 the _ certain and moſt general Rule 
: . e Deſigus of Men by is this; 

fuck as are not ft the Lord ate againſt 
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Sill bexdefbated by him 
All whoſe os and Cofitrivatices 
which have not Religion for theit Bud, land 
have no Tendency toward the; promoting of 

Piety and Vertue in the World, are contrary to 


the Will of God; foraſmuch as they do not on- 
ly contradict his en. and Intention in ma- 


king us, but his 
| tevealed Word 20 all things. #0: 


our own" — penn 7 101 b Ne 47 
To multiply — e, to he Ri 

and 2 Store; to 4 x5 to heap ap 2 5 
to gteat Fiohohr, tel enlarge our Commaid; 
to continue our Lands or our Names for ever: 
Theſe and the like Deſigus, which take up 
moſt of the Thbughts of thoſe he are ac. 
connted among the wiſer ditt better: fort of 
Mankind, when. there is elſe ame 

but the immediate Pleafure of fucceedin 
being known to ſucceed; every thing, u e 
this Nature, is in ſuch a Cad be lookt 


as an Ae againſt the Lord, the? the 
Methods made uſe of to bring it abdut be a8 
fair, and juſt, and conſiſtent with'Religion; as 
can be imagined; becauſe tis founded in Vani- 
ty, Ambition, 'Covermulatfs; cbr ſome other ir- 


3 which God hath 
ordered 
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a an eicher 9-rdſhcaln, ot to employ fome 
other May: 219106 ad 


. he oa wicked vicked.and, node 
Means e n 
table Ends; JE eee en 48h, no.Gac 
but do Bvil in order to promote our unpro — 
ble Intentians g if we endeavour. to 


our Intereſt or our Po.] oy be Fraud, — — 
x 17 e — 


other. ,W. 
a order to orward 
Ti 3 of tho like, — and vain De- 


ſigns: 25 e e en 
again the Lord: t.. A F. 
But the higheſt and moſt n orious Gopal. 


tion thaetla ade by che Sons 4 e 
theid Lord and Maker, is, when. they p ee 
and — the: Righteous, when chey mak 

War the Servants of God, 2 5 dene 
what can co kinder the | wth. 

and V.etme;.x6 corrupt the Truth. and Pa 
Religian, and rege 2nd eſtabliſh ſuch 


Sos fe Abomigations in the World. as, the 
Cope fs Wn dirty commer 50 


of ig 11 ps and h 


a pi un: 7 IM 5 105 
vantages hf human Art nd ee l rer 
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ver ſtindl or prevail; bat halt coviainly, | fooher 
or later, ding as-beſt anſwers the Ends of 
DivinePro 'beconfounded and defttoy- 
of} 2 ſhall be 'kgowti'that the Lord hath 
Jen or he (hall ariſe and 1 
Devices of the Wicked when; /according:to 
Man's Judg " they were in the faireſt Like- 
ing Effe. 10 10 Arial 100 
late abündanee ef laſtances of Cd 
m ofing in ſuck! a:wonderful/ manner for the 
| een "of his Gn Honour, and to con- 
vince Mankind of ke Polly and Weakneſs: of 
all their Attempts which are made without his 
particular Favour and Aſſiſtance. git 963 ud 
Every Man that locks abroad muſt have E- 
xamples. enough before him of fuch as have 
been labouring all their Lives for ſueh Ends as 
they have been gefeated its ar laſt ) non: only 
contrary to des, ur conttary to 
- Appearances of Sueceſs. Thoſe whom we 
a ers ſeen in great Power, and ſpread- 
ahead like 4 green Bay-Tree, lob if 
we ſeek them tow they are ee $78 74 
by that way where their diefer 
ate not to be found ? neither are ane 75 
Signs or Tokens of their Power: arid: hee ey 
left; their Houſes arſe Lands ate: — 
od 7 er. 


raab MN. 1s 
on ge, there ii no Remembrance of, 


'9 13 70 J. HE 354014 02 10 
-'T 2 ſame -Obſereation reeurrs in many Ie: 
ſtances of private Life where theſe who have, 
been accouhted wiſe in;rheix Generation, and; 
have uſed all ways, both good and bad, withs, 
out: 8 to compaſs their Deſires, have 
&ed and unaccountable Methods been 
Ker rae" Deſigns ;- and have fallen 
from their Hopes, when they ey thought them 
ſclves:; moſt fire! of their Point, and had no 
Apprehenſions of being baffled. 
But, if we enlarge our Views, and 800 
the greater and more remarkable Lines of Pro- 
bene ice ofition-and Conduct of the 
„as they make up one Bo- 
dy 3 or are divided into the King- 
doms and Nations; there ve ſhall. meet with 
plainer and more aſtoniſtung Marks of the 
Weakneſs and Vanity of all human Wiſdom, 
when ee Um — the Lord, or prexeade 
to eſtabliſh)any without him, Fo 
Nowithe „ who hay ve 
had the chief Direction of human Aﬀaigs 57. 
mitted to them, have commonly er . 
the Att, and Skill, and Underſtanding ey con by 
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12 ASyavion\Frentþ'd , 
Geller t6 enlarge the Bounds of their Exipire, 
or to propagate the Belief of theit SuperMMition. 
Theit main Deſign and Contrivance Has been, 
ther 40 eti(lave the Perſotis, of to ſibdue the 
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1 2 1110 af for a * ati to be quickly 
after forgotten, ati. to have all the Monuments 
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Tho the Adminiſtration at ume was weak 
and uncertain, by a continua change of Men- 
ſurus, and ſhifting of Hands f vrt Matters were 
fo ordered with relation to foreign Tarerefth and 
Concerns, that choſe who were in Poſſeſſion of 
Power, and thoſe: wie were [traggling to tobe it 
into their own r had liberty ro ny Dir 
among themſelves, wit bout fring 8 r. 
by # 2 the 


Hanes from abruad. Aud, as 

Royal Family were de rived of all Hope of Aff. 
(tance from any neighbouring Princes or Srakes ; 
— yo ha ſuell conitant Care was taken vo weak 


L all ch Friends to the Royal 
Col, and (heh Diligence was afed ia diſcover 
and 4 all Deſig of in behalf of Manarchy, 


or any thin Toke like an advance rewards 
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the Houſe of Lords, May 29. 17 
with his o right Hand, and his Arm, and the 
light of his Coumntenance to work a mighty Sal. 
vation for us, Then it was that God delighted 
to ſhew himſelf, when no humane means of Re- 
lief appear'd ; and when the Eyes of his faith- 
ful Servants were not able to ſee beyond the dark 
Cloud that covered them, 

And that hi was the Lord's doing, to over- 
turn the Counſels of the Crafty a Deceirful, 
and to beat. down the ſtrong Holds of the mighty 
Ones, becauſe they had (et themſelves in Op. 
poſition to him That all the Counſel, Wit- 
— and Underſtanding, made uſe of for the 
breaki ing and difſalying the lang eſtabliſhed Go- 
vernment of this Nation 12 (upporting the 
new Pawers (et up in its ſtead, were emplayed 
again(t che Lord, and were therefore 10 mg 
ed and brought te nowghts This, 1 lay 
manife(t, not 900 fog that ft ety 5 
Ielkewetin ang 790 an, W Were 00 

eels Jar of th alk len Ch anges 
hom i Fl 8 MARY yan oy | ths Wick FAA Weke wak 
10 
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26 A SAN,, ea before” 
ever Proſpect of Succeſs may invite us farther. 
And, as to our Conduct with relation to 
publick Affairs, ſo far as it concerns the gene- 
ral Intereſt of that Body to which we belong ; 
it is all comprized in this ſhort Rule given us 
by the Wiſe Man, Fear God, and honour the 
mg, and meddle not with them that are given 
10 change. nen 
And great Reaſon certainly have we to fear 
God, who as upon this Day delivered us from 
the, hardeſt Nr and Bondage that any 
Nation was ever ſubject to; who reſtored a 
People ſcattered and peeled to' their former 
Rights and Poſſeſſions; who healed a'King- 
dom broken and divided, and made it at U- 
nity in itſelf; and who gave us Kings as at 
the firſt, when the hondurable Men of the 
Earth bore Rule, and Prieſts as in former 
Times, when the Goſpel of Chriſt was preach- 
ed in Frath and Purity, 7. 
And as we ought to fear God who hath 
been thus gracions to us, and expreſs our 
Thankfulneſs to him by a ſober and religious 
Improvement of all his Mercies; fo ought we 
in the next Place to honout the Queen whom 
he hath now ſet over us, by whoſe careful 
" Adminiſtration, under God, we are preferred in 
| . 


the Hoge Lards, May 29. 21 
the full | Enjoyment of thoſe invaluable Bleſ- 
ſings Which were upon this Day reſtored to 
us. Her unaffected Piety towards God, Her 
conſtant Concern for Her People, and Het 
great Self-denial in ſacrificing all Private In- 
tereſts and Pleaſures to the Publick Good, 
have engaged the Lord on Her Side; and the 
ſureſt way to ſhare with Her in the Divine 
Protection is to follow Her Example, by ſub- 
mitting our ſelves entirely to the Direction of 
the ſupreme Wiſdom, and by a general and 
hearty Concurrence with Her in ſuch Coun- 
ſels and Deſigns as are agreeable to the Law 
of God, and in the Proſecution of ſuch Mea- 
fures, and ſuch only, as He hath allowed us 
to make uſe of, Ta | 
Let us not therefore have any thing to do 
with thoſe who are given to change, Let the 
Remembrance of this Happy Day-be a con- 
ſtant Warning to us, not to tread in any of 
thoſe Steps of our Forefathers, which gave Oc- 
caſion for this Deliverance, Let the Senſe we 
have of our preſent Happineſs give us ſuch a 
due Concern for the Preſervation of all thoſe 
Rights and Privileges of which we now ſtand 
75 eſſed, that we may ule all lawful Means to 
p them entire, and tranſmit them _ 
; Poſte- 


22 A Smvoxn. Preathdbifors 
Poſterity ; that ſo neither we, nor out Children 


to all Generations, may know any other Reli- 
gion, or any other Form of Government, 
than what are now eſtabliſhed among us. In 
order to which End, may this mild and gentle 
Reign be long continued to us; and may the 
Glories gained by War, and the Bleſſings ob- 
tained by Peace, be ſucceeded by ſuch a Train 
of vertuous and religious Improvements, as may 
give a natural Strength to our State, and in- 


title us to the conſtant Defence and Protecti- 


on of the Almighty. _ 333 
Theſe are ſuch Thoughts as the Subject of 
this Day's Solemnity onght to ſuggeſt to us: 
And this is the moſt proper time to entertain 
them, when the Spirits of Men are diſturbed 
with the ſame Fears and Apprehenſions that 
diſtracted the Minds of our Forefathers; when 


' their Paſſions are at the ſame Heighth; and 


when they are formed into Parties of the ſame 
Nature and Tendency, however diſtinguiſhed 
in Name: This, I fay, is the moſt proper 


Seaſon for us all to look back upon the Times 


paſt, and conſider the firſt * of that 
dreadful Scene of Confuſion and Miſery, which 


for many Vears overſpread this Nation; that ſo 
we may take Care, that we do not by unreaſon- 
WG, able 


- - the Houſeof Lords, May 29. 23 
able Fears and ſealouſies, aggravated Repre- 
ſentations of publick Failures, and precipi- 
tate Meaſures of Redreſs, throw away that Hap- 
pineſs which we have in our Hands, for fear 
of loſing it hereafter; and deſtroy that Go- 
vernment we are fond of upon a vain Proſpect 
of rendring it more perfect. I do not ſay that 
all Fear and. e upon a Publick Account 
are improper: On the contrary, I think it be- 
comes all the Lovers of our Conſtitution to 
be afraid of loſing it, and to be jealous of any 
Attempts that may be made to rob us of any 
part of it. But we ought at the ſame time, 
as it becomes wiſe Men, to examine well the 
Grounds of our Apprehenſions, and to be able 
to prove before we begin to complain. It is 
likewiſe our Duty, as good Subjects, to put a 
favourable Conſtruction upon the Actions of 
our Prince, and never give way to Suſpicions 
_ contrary to a ſettled Charadter „and ſolemn 
Declarations. And whenever any real Danger 
to the Publick appears, and whatever Faults of 
Conſequence may be diſcovered in the Admi- 
niſtration, the Methods made uſe of to pre- 
vent the one, and cure the other, ought to be 
managed with that Caution, and with that due 
Regard to the preſent Circumſtances of the 
| Nation, 
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Nation, that we may not, as our Forefathers 


did, (many of whom proceeded at firſt with as 


great Uprightneſs of Intention as can be no- 


pretended to) bring upon our ſelves, and our 
Poſterity, more Evils than what we endeavour to 
Thus it behoves us to remember the for- 
mer Days, that we may Pp") our Hearts unto 
Wiſdom. And may God who hath done ſo great 


things for us already, whereof we rejoice, go on 
to do us Good, and diſpoſe us all to ſueh proper 
Returns of Praiſe and Obedience, as may ſecure 
us his Favour here, and bring us to his eternal 
Foy hereafter. | | 


